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This journal has been written on the occasion of the Coronavirus, on the English 
teacher’s initiative. It aims to have a paper trail of what we have lived during the lockdown, 
which will be probably a unique experience in our lives. 
 

Tuesday, 17th March  
Last Thursday, I sat on the sofa with my family after the dinner. We were waiting for                 

an announcement of the President about the advance of the situation in France because              
of the Coronavirus. At exactly 8 PM, the screen of the TV put up the picture of Élysée                  
Palace, and the Marseillaise rang out, like before each Presidential announcement. After            
this he appears, behind him were the French and the European flag. The wall was white                
with golden stripes.  

Then he started to speak. His voice was calm and solemn. His speech was              
translated in sign language, and subtitled. The 20 first minutes were very boring for me. He                
was reminding that the county was concerned by the Coronavirus. At one moment, he              
stopped a second and said : “Beginning from Monday, school will close”.  

I never thought school could close one day. I knew the situation was serious, but for                
me there was no link between school and illness. According to the President it was “to                
avoid the spread of the virus”  

The next day, Friday, at school couldn’t stop thinking that everything I was living,              
that is taking the bus, going to the locker, being in the classroom, eating at the cafeteria                 
and chatting with friends, would not happen again for a while. The atmosphere was very               
odd. I remember talking to Salomé’s correspondent, she said she was going to come back               
home with her class earlier than expected, so Sunday instead of Monday.  

Today I am a bit anxious, like everyone I think, because I don’t know what will                
happen next, for how much time I will stay home, and how the situation will evolve. 
Thursday, 19th March 

This weekend I wanted to meet Audrey, who lives at 15 minutes by car from my                
house, but our both parents disagreed. I don’t understand their decision. How is it a              
problem?  

The distance learning is getting in place. Every hour I receive emails of teacher, in               
which they invite me to join their class group, most of the time on Google Classroom but                 
also on Discord, on Bbcollab or on Picasoft. I experience school et home for the first time. I                  
work as best as possible. However I feel disturbed and my rhythm of life is completely                
disrupted.  

My Mum and I went shopping last Wednesday to buy everything we need for one                
month, just in case. I think it is better to be farsighted. 



 
Friday, 20th March 

I try to be organized in my homework but it is difficult. Actually I have first to find the                   
motivation and second to understand by myself. What’s more, everything that is explained             
in one hour class takes two hours to understand alone. Now I can understand how difficult                
it is for students who work all the year with the CNED. I will take the time this week-end to                    
work on what I haven’t finished this week, so that I don’t start next week with already                 
delayed homework. 
 

Tuesday, 24th March 
My neighbour and I met to play football this weekend. We were very careful and               

had no physical contact. The teenagers told me there were very happy to “see people” at                
last. In France we are lucky because we can still go outside to go shopping or to do                 
physical exercise, contrary to China or to Spain. So I go out almost every day, to the                 
bakery or just to have a little walk around my house. Like this, I breath fresh air and I don’t                    
feel locked in. 
 
Friday, 27th March 

The positive point of the lockdown is that I don’t need to take public transport every                
morning and evening. It is also good for the environment, because it reduces the pollution               
in the atmosphere. 

Our PE teacher gave us a sheet to complete with the physical activities we do every                
day, to encourage us to continue practising sport. With my brother and my sister I practise                
workout. It is a sport you can do everywhere and without any specific material.  
 

Tuesday, 31st March 
This weekend I took news of my relatives and friends. I think it is important because                

it proves the person we’re writing to that she is important to us, and it is necessary to keep                   
up morale, when you have seen nobody apart from your family for two weeks. 
 

Thursday, 2nd April  
My father is an administrator in a school and my mother is director of an elementary                

school in Lyon. They both continue to work there two times a week. I admit that I don’t                  
know what they are doing because they are no more children. My mother is always               
complaining she receive lots of emails every day. 
 
 

Friday, 3rd April 
The Prime Minister has given a speech today about the studies and exams in this               

period. My sister, who is in “terminale”, told me there will not be a written “baccalauréat”,                



 

but only a grade of continuous assessment. She is a bit disappointed because she wanted               
to sit the final exam like every student. I haven’t heard his speech but I’ll hear it tonight                  
with my parents. 
 

Tuesday, 7th April 
I notice that we have more and more videoconferences. At first we had only English               

in videoconference, but now, our biologie, German, history and, economic teachers give            
videoconferences too.  

I have stopped the daily sport that I did with my father and my sister because we                 
have no time and we are much less motivated. Actually it is like almost each of my                 
resolution. I begin it highly motivated and more time passes, less I keep them, and one                
day I finish by giving up. 
 

Thursday, 9th April 
I think the lockdown will continue for many weeks. Maybe in the beginning of June               

we will be able to go back school. I just hope we’ll return to school before the end of the                    
year, because I want to see my friends again, and also my teachers. It is a good question,                  
what my second half-year “bulletin” will look like, because the Prime Minister said grades              
during confinement won’t be taken into account.  
 

Friday, 10th April 
Monday is Easter so it is a holiday and I’ll have a rest. Usually my family and I meet                   

my grandmother, two of my aunts, my uncle and my cousin at home. They arrive at twelve                 
and we eat a delicious traditional Easter meal with lamb. Then we look for the chocolate                
eggs in the garden. It’s always very funny. But unfortunately this year nothing of this will                
happen.  
 
Thursday, 16th April 

I hope so hard we’ll return to class before the end of the year. But that would                 
require arrangements. For example, it could be only for a half of the class first, so that                 
there is only one student per table and less contact between us. In these conditions the                
timetable could be also organize differently, like the morning for a half of the class, and the                 
afternoon for the second half of the class. 
 

Friday, 17th April 
We have holidays tomorrow. Hopefully I don’t have so much work so that I’ll have a                

rest. What is sure is that I will not work the first week to have a real break.  
 

Tuesday, 5th May 



In a new speech Emmanuel Macron has given the date of the end of the lockdown.                
He said on May, the eleventh, so in two weeks, just after the holidays. It is a very good                   
news because I needed to see the end to the confinement, and I want to return to the                  
normal life, like everyone I think. I miss so much eating at the restaurant, buying clothes,                
or going to the library.  
 
Thursday, 7th May 

The holiday were really wonderful for me. I have relaxed a lot. I walked with my                
family in the forest which is a five minutes walk far from my house. Also I took time with my                    
animals, my cat and my hens. I did a lot of gardening. My mother and I created a kitchen                   
garden. Actually we wanted to do it for a long time but we never found the time for it. So                    
these holidays where two happy weeks for me. I know am I very lucky and everyone isn’t                 
in the same situation. 
 

Tuesday, 12 May 
The lockdown is since yesterday at last more flexible. It has had many drawbacks:              

the world economy has suffered a lot. Lots of little shops have to close because they are in                  
in a state of judicial liquidation. It has also probably marked young kids, because some of                
them have never been outside for 2 months without seeing their grandparents. However,             
the lockdown had some positive points: It has made us realize that France is completely               
dependent on China for her mask production, and that is was about time to relocate our                
industries in France. Nature has also reasserted itself during those two months. Finally it              
encourages lots of people to move in the city with the bicycle, which is much more                
ecological than the car. 
 
Thursday, 14th May 

I am very glad that the confinement is finished. When I go out I don’t need to justify                  
it with the attestation. Even if I have always been in the rules, I was always afraid of                  
meeting a policeman.  

I haven’t seen any friends yet, because I live a bit far from the city center, and I                  
have to take the public transports to go there. However I think it’s too early to take public                  
transports, and we must continue to be careful. 
 
Friday, 15th May 

The continuity of education has been very quickly organized. I think school has             
done its best to find solutions of distance learning. Every teacher has a different way to                
teach : some of them set in place video meets like in our English, German, History,                
economy and biology classes; or they send an email with the lesson, like our French and                
computer science teacher, or they write in Pronote what we have to do, like our maths,                
physics, and Spanish teacher. I can’t compare and say that one method is better than               
another, because they are completely different. In every subject, we are getting ahead and              
I think that is the most important. It means we are succeeding to continue to learn even                 
with the distance, and it impresses me a lot!  

    

Tuesday, 19th May 



A member of the family is died last week, and I went to his funeral yesterday in                 
Valence. In the church there were no more than 20 persons, because it is a measure of                 
the government. We ate then all together and I saw members of the family I had not seen                  
since a long time. After this my family and I came back to Lyon at 4 because my both                   
parents had to continue working. Actually my mother works in a elementary school and my               
father in a “college”, and they both have a lot a labour because of the sanitary instructions;                 
they have to be very careful that the children are respecting the “gestes barrières” that the                
government imposes. So my parents dropped my sister and I in Lyon, in front of their                
school, and we return home with the public transport. So I took the same journey as when                 
I came back from the CSI, and it remembered me my daily journey to school. At that                 
moment, I really missed my school more than ever before and I just wanted that my life of                  
before the lockdown could take up again. 

 

Thursday, 28th May 

My class council takes place this afternoon in the CSI. Our class representatives             
will also go there, which means that they will see our teacher and the school again! I am                  
very envious… When I remember the time before the lockdown, I feel nostalgic. I miss my                
classmates more than ever, and I would love to come back to the CSI and see all of them. 

Moreover the Prime Minister will talk today about the possibilities to travel foreign             
for the holidays. I hope it will be possible to travel in Europe, because my family and I were                   
supposed to travel to Portugal and I really want to go there. 

 
 


